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DROUGHT RELIEF MEASURES — TRIAL PROGRESS 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [12.15 pm]: I wish to 
update the house on the progress of the drought relief pilot that I announced earlier in the year. As the house 
would be aware, I recently visited regional areas with Senator Joe Ludwig, the federal Minister for Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry, and we met with groups involved in the farm business planning workshops. From what 
farmers told me during those visits and others, the workshops had been met with enthusiasm. They are open to 
the idea of learning how to better manage their businesses.  

The anecdotes that we have heard on the road have been backed up by the latest statistics from my department. 
The initial target is for up to 400 farm businesses to participate in 32 planned and facilitated workshops. The 
subscription limit has now been reached and I am pleased with the proactive response. Eleven farm planning 
workshop groups are now operating—three in Corrigin, and one each in Wagin, Ravensthorpe, Geraldton, 
Hyden, Mukinbudin, Lake Grace, Cadoux and Wickepin. In the next two weeks groups will commence at 
Mingenew, Moora, Kellerberrin and Dumbleyung. A further eight groups are planned for Boxwood Hills, Grass 
Patch, Esperance and Kalgoorlie for the pastoral industry, and Carnarvon will have four groups, with one of 
those especially for pastoralists. 

It was the state and federal governments’ view that the pilot would be best delivered in an average year. 
However, I have advised the federal minister that I am of the view that having the seven measures available 
during the current drought is very valuable for the affected farm businesses, families and communities. This is 
because it offers immediate access to a range of services that would not usually be available, and it is good to see 
people making use of them. It is clear the message is getting across and farmers are aware of the range of support 
measures available right now.  

Of course, the workshops are only one part of this. Three applications have been received for the building farm 
business grant, which offers up to $60 000 to help farmers better manage and prepare for future challenges. By 1 
October, 169 applications had been received for farm family support. This provides immediate income support 
for farmers facing financial hardship, allowing them to meet basic household needs. Funding for the program, 
delivered by Centrelink, is uncapped and Centrelink has relaxed its assets tests, so farmers are urged not to self-
assess.  

Another vital aspect of the pilot is the range of support services and counselling available to families, couples 
and young people. Data until 31 August shows that rural service officers made 824 customer contacts, delivering 
improved outreach and social support to rural communities through Centrelink. Also, until August 31, more than 
170 families accessed free professional counselling and support. One pre-sale assessment is underway through 
farm exit support, which provides grants of up to $170 000 for farmers who decide to sell their farms. As at 
13 September, the Beyond Farming initiative had attracted 18 former farmers to act as mentors. 

I am pleased with the uptake of the pilot. It shows not only that people are aware of the range of new services 
available, but also that the services are well targeted and relevant. For more information, visit the Department of 
Agriculture and Food website. Once again, I advise farmers to speak to a trusted financial adviser or counsellor, 
speak to friends, speak to their bank and make use of the support measures available. It is important that farmers 
know they are not alone in this and that the state and federal governments are providing the needed support to 
deal with this difficult season. 
 


